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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

               

Jio MAMI’s Tribute to Mumbai  

Directed by Vikramaditya Motwane 

Starring Amitabh Bachchan, Shyam Benegal, Kiran 

Rao, Aamir Khan, Nimrat Kaur, Farhan Akhtar and 

Kangana Ranaut 

 Mumbai, September 21, 2015 --  Registrations for the 17th Jio MAMI Mumbai Film Festival 

opened this week to a staggering show of support from the members of the Indian Film 

Fraternity who continue to commit their time and resources to make the Festival a showcase 

of the best creative talent from India and around the world. In a strong show of support, 

Bollywood's leading  stars took to their Twitter handles, Instagram accounts 

and Facebook pages inviting registrations this week.  

 The festival is set to open its doors in less than 60 days. Bollywood’s leading actors have 

partnered in the Festival's  campaign Film directed by Vikramaditya  Motwane.  From the 

legendary Amitabh Bachchan and Shyam Benegal to Aamir Khan, Farhan Akhtar, Nimrat 

Kaur, Kangana Ranaut and the Jio MAMI Film Festival Chairman Kiran Rao -- all have narrated 

their personal stories of their special relationship and connection with the city of dreams - 

Mumbai and their collective passion Cinema.   
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 Filled with personal insights about what the city has meant to them and their careers, this 

17th Jio MAMI Mumbai Film Festival Campaign film, will be released across platforms and 

played in PVR Cinemas across the country. 

Talking about the film, Vikramaditya Motwane said, “I've been watching films at the 

Mumbai Film Festival from the very first edition. It's been one of my cinema teachers. I'm 

delighted to be assisting Jio MAMI in its new avatar by making this tribute to both Mumbai 

and the film fraternity.” 

 Legendary actor Amitabh Bachchan who came to Mumbai as a ‘tourist ‘narrates the reason 

why people come to the city, “Mumbai has always been a city of dreams, a land of 

opportunity. Many of us have visited it as a tourist, but I think a lot of people that come here 

have some intention in mind of either coming in touch with the movies or the people. This is 

why Mumbai is known as the movie capital.” 

He added, “Jio MAMI is a great effort; it's wonderful to have a festival from the city that is 

actually identified with cinema. I'm very proud of the fact that the city itself is being 

responsive to international viewage, international content that keeps coming here as a 

result of Jio MAMI.” 

Speaking about the Campaign Film, Kiran Rao, Chairperson, Jio MAMI said, “Mumbai is the 

city of movies, and I came here because I wanted to make movies. Mumbai has an energy 

that infuses you with new ideas, different way of looking at things, cheek by jowl things that 

you cannot avoid. The first time I came here, I wasn’t sure of the kind of films that I wanted 

to make and I was fairly dismissive of the commercial film industry. As the years have gone 

by, I have assimilated a lot of what Mumbai really is as a city, which is an inclusive city. It’s a 

city that takes the good things from people and that sort of comes out through people as 

well. It’s changed the way I look at stories, the way I look at life.”  

Kangana Ranaut talked about how Mumbai changed her life; “I remember coming to 

Mumbai 10 years ago and I had 1500 rupees in my pocket. And the city has adopted me. It 

has given me employment and an identity as a woman. Something to pursue in life, and 

that’s the most important thing, to get some purpose in life. You wake up every morning 

and you feel like you’ve got something to do. Mumbai is the place that now I call home and it 

has been very kind to me.” 
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Kiran added, “It’s a natural choice that a film festival should happen in Mumbai. I think it’s a 

perfect fit because it’s a city that lives and breathes the movies. My hopes are that different 

kinds of films and film makers find a breeding ground and a place that gives them some sort 

of support, some kind of network, some sense that their films are appreciated, a place 

where it makes people feel very much a part of the film community. All filmmakers find a 

place here. All films, whether experimental or documentary, fiction features or feature 

shorts are welcome here. As a film watching community I hope that Mumbai turns out 

because they are going to have a lot of fun days at Jio MAMI.” 

Shyam Benegal, one of the founders of the Trust, provides insight on the idea of MAMI,  

"So the idea of MAMI is that, you should have a comprehensive International film festival, 

that would not only bring cinema of the world to the city of Mumbai, but also encourage 

young people to look at cinema just like you look at literature or you look at other forms of 

art, you know with the same seriousness of purpose”. 

Aamir Khan emphasized that Mumbai and films are an intrinsic part of his life ; “I’ve lived all 

my life in Mumbai and I can’t imagine my life anywhere else. I have a very strong bond with 

the city. The film industry and the city, both are here, so it’s given me a lot, it’s given me 

what I love doing. I feel privileged and grateful to have the opportunity to work here.”  

 He also delved into the magical world of cinema and how it captures his imagination; 

“There’s something that happens in that dark theatre where you kind of get lost in that 

world. If the film is good, you get completely lost in that world. It’s a space where your 

senses get titillated and your imagination is provoked.” 

Farhan Akhtar (Board Member, MAMI)  star of Dil Dhadakne Do comments on how Film 

Festivals impact the cinematic ecosystem, "To start with the exposure you get, to the kind 

of cinema that you won't normally get…you know, in your weekly release”. 

 Actor Nimrat Kaur elaborates on the importance of a film festival in the city,” I think they 

provide a breeding ground firstly for films that otherwise won't have a platform, that to me 

is the FIRST, foremost and the biggest idea behind ANY film festival. You get to see films 

from different parts of the world, made on shoestring budget, with actors you wouldn't 

otherwise see in mainstream cinema. “ 

Jio MAMI Mumbai Film Festival will be held in Mumbai from 29th October-5th November 

2015.  
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Along with Chairperson, Kiran Rao and Festival Director, Anupama Chopra, the members of 

the new Board of Trustees of MAMI are Filmmakers Farhan Akhtar, Karan Johar, 

Vikramaditya Motwane, Actor Riteish Deshmukh, Actress Deepika Padukone, Mr. Anand 

Mahindra, Chairman & MD, Mahindra Group, Mr. Ajay Bijli, Chairman and MD, PVR Ltd, Mr. 

Siddharth Roy Kapur, MD, Disney and Mr. Manish Mundra, Founder and CEO, Drishyam 

Films. These eminent personalities, outstanding achievers in their respective fields, are 

bringing together their expertise and experience to give Mumbai and India a bigger, better 

and even more exciting 17th edition of the Jio MAMI Mumbai Film Festival. 

 Jio MAMI VISION 2015 

The Jio MAMI Mumbai Film Festival is an inclusive movie feast. We showcase the latest 

cutting-edge, independent cinema - art house fare alongside genre movies from Bollywood 

and Hollywood and cult international movies. We offer the best of world cinema to the 

people of Mumbai and we offer the best of Indian cinema to the world. The festival is run by 

the Mumbai Academy of Moving Image popularly known as MAMI. This is a space where we 

revel in the sheer pleasure of cinema, the joy it gives us and how much it enhances our lives. 

The goal is to nurture and ignite a passion for movies. We want Jio MAMI to be shorthand 

for excellence in cinema. 

 ABOUT Jio MAMI  

Mumbai - the financial capital of India is also the epi-centre of the Indian film industry. The 

city plays such a major role in production and dissemination of Indian films and television 

programs that it is widely known by its acronym 'Bollywood'.  In 1997, a group of film 

industry stalwarts headed by late Hrishikesh Mukherjee founded the Mumbai Academy of 

Moving Image (MAMI) as a not-for-profit Trust. Their main objective was to organise an 

annual International Film Festival which the film industry and the country could be proud of.  

MAMI has been organising the festival for the last 16 years and aims to foster a climate of 

good cinema. MAMI engages people from all walks of life across the city and country who 

enjoy and love good cinema. It is Mumbai’s only film festival that is entirely created and run 

by film professionals and a group of members from corporate India. Appreciation of good 

cinema, stripped off all the limiting labels of art and commercial, can only come about 

through exposure to the best of films the world has to offer. The Festival is the first step in 

that direction.  

In their Mission Statement in 1997, the MAMI Board of Trustees said, "We feel it is the need 

of the hour to disseminate and inculcate good cinema among Indian audiences. The only 

way to achieve this is to celebrate cinema by hosting an International Film Festival in 
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Mumbai, India's film and entertainment capital. MAMI (Mumbai Academy of Moving Image) 

is committed to start Mumbai's first independent international film festival organised by 

practicing film makers."  

For more information on Jio MAMI Mumbai Film Festival scheduled to be held from 29th 

October- 5th November 2015, do visit our MAMI Website, Twitter handle, Facebook Page, 

Instagram and YouTube as follows:  

 Website: www.mumbaifilmfestival.com 

#JioMAMI2015 

Twitter: @Mumbaifilmfest 

Facebook: /MumbaiFilmFestival 

Instagram: /mumbaifilmfestival 

YouTube: Mumbai Film Festival 

  

 FOR MEDIA QUERIES CONTACT: 

  

Roma Pereira-Talwar 

Director 

Turning Point Brand Consulting 

roma.pereira-talwar@tpcpl.com   

+91-9820182480 

Anisha SenGupta-Yanger 

Consultant 

Turning Point Brand Consulting 

anishayanger@gmail.com 

+91-9833730311 
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